Dear iJTm *heoharis, 1/6/83 

Plitose excuse the typographical errors that will abound unless my wife has tine 
to real and correct this# but today is one of iu y short days and ti»e±v is doododbex 
much * must no. 

-“ast night I finished ’’Beyond the l/isa Case" and today I have your± letter of the 
3rd. I'n delighted that you vlfai to update tho excellent essay and plan a definitive 
biography of Hoover! I think I can help you with both projects and to this end will 
eond copies of t)iie letted to my FOIA layer, Jin ^ear, who also r'Mrosenta other 
FOIA requesters, and to Prof. David Wrone, Univ Wisconsin Stevens ^oint, who ujli 
have all my r cords and already (I hope!) has setae you can use — early Hoover. 

If any portions relating to H arcontonio tire over updated, xny vjifo tjxd I should 
bd spoken to. ( I thin/: there is an error in referring to him an the only Member of 
the Congress who voted against Korea. Didn’t Taft?) I’ll be quite surprised if my wife 
and I are not in the FBI’s records about him. If you are in touch with Waltzer we’d 
like to know and would, I am sure, like to read that long (l70pp? ) FBI summitry report. 

Hare lived with me for some time and later my wife handled matto:*s pertaining to 
his district ir his Washington office. During those days he was connected with the 
International Labor Defense, I think as its head after or before Anna Damon, >urid a 
former novelist, Louis (Limoy( Collftan, had its Washington office. Those records 
should ibclude an exceptionally valuable volume of clip ings and other mateilols 
about Hoover a :d tlie FJL. I have no idea where Colltf^lts or if he is still alive, 
but he would be a good source and night lciov where tliose files nay be if tboy still 
4x1st. A woman nrmed Seacha Small a^so was in the New York office and she night know. 

There is also a criminalist named Kike Fooner you should be able to locate and 
con be informative. He was fired by Ho«>ver in aU>ut 193‘>6 for trying Jo ijrganice 
an employees union. He had an unrelated associate* with my name. 

Al Bernstein was Max Lowenthal's research assistant xor liis book. Al is Carl's 
father. When 1 last knew him ho lived on kiver Hoad in Washington. vKy wife worked 
with Al, Max - and Alger.) 

You ore, of course# welcome to anything I have. I’ve ns.de e *veral subject files 
of FOIA records that mi Jit Interout you. One Is of Hccvor'c notations, and I’ll try 
to remember to include a gem, and tho other is labelled merely ’Control" and indicates 
how his FBI controlled the c&oss in lfhich I cm interacted# 

I have an^have read most of at lea.-t a tiwrd of a million pages of PiiC records. 

I ve worked a little with them (tho arlan County, ^^y, 19^7 conspiracy case) and 
rather muoh against them, FOIA and as James Marl Hay's investigator. 

iiy own belief is that in his later years the FBI's bureaucrats manipulated him 
rathor much and knew how to con him, vis is incredible ego* A few abusing illustration!* 
are available. How they rewrote his to erren Commission testimony to make It comprehensible 
and persuaded him that the court reporter was incompetent and how they p^rved ho v&a 
right when ho was wrong (involving a loft turn, yot, if you are familiar with Schott’s 
book) and I published a picture to prove he wa 3 wrong. He was asked why Oswald did 
not shoot JFK as the motorcade was approaching tlie building and he said it was 
because there were trees in the way. Tliat was the on4y* street without trees. But after 
tho notorcado turned left off of that street tjiere were trees, so, as always, tiie 
Director was Hight. J think I have a file of tills title, too. And a file on his 
sending a Portugese asi Xmas cards. (In his early days he built hie political base 
with our native N a ^L 8 and I think Vrone has w/iat I then had and filed.) 

fome of ioy early files ver© decimated by the cne fink in the Hollywood fen. 

Char lee Kraiucr broujit Sdw nrd Dciytryk to my home bGcauso Charles knew tliat before 











nurxu uur XX X nau rttuoaruaou a oook on ^no i;ies committee. i let then taico an; thing 
thoy wanted and I never saw either - tr a single one of my boxes of pages - again* 

I*d known &XXX2S Kramer when we were both on the Senate Civil Liberties connittee but 
we wore not close. (And, of course, John Abt, again not closely.) 

I become friends with the James Mcjnemey who later headed both Wide and 
Criminal Divisions when he was an FBI agent on the Harlan case. He wound up in 
private practise and wa9 then one of the few lawyers who would represent security-* 
case victim!. He was a good agent and a good human being* Tills reminds me of a 
Hoover story of that day and in turn I am prompted to suggest that if you are ever 
near here it might be good if wo could taWTand you could, if you'd like, tape. You 
can use ny equipment* 



I did not read your fine book under the best conditions. I spend abput three 
hours each morning in walking therapy at a local null, where I can sit when it is 
frequently necessary. When I sit and raise my bad leg I read. Making notes also was 
not convenient but I did make a few on the bookmark. 



In connection with revising your essa£r I think you should make it clear that 
what is Not Recorded in one file ifl recorded in another and that this pertains to 
FdIHti records only* In this regard, I suggest treating and explaining the M aee" 
cards, which I believe are the major part of the indices. It is from the notations 
of NRs that I picked up most of the 94 ^eLoach files I finally began to record. 

Walter's piece on ^rcanttaio is oxoeilent but with regard to the pe -son a 
bit flat and misleading* If it is ever revised I hope he speaks to me. He was not 
3 Communist and he remained against US involvement in the European war after the 
Nazi attack on thei..iSSR* The Davily Worker denounced him* His relationships were 
not only with Communists and most could not have been Coorouiiists* (Vivian c adden 
workodpor m him for a while nut was not much help.) 



On 282 and elsewhere you refer to State records and access to them. On 247 
you give five questions, the fifth quite important, ambiguous, and not addressed 
later, "Had Chambers received typed State Deportment documents from Hisss.*." 

The two ore related. Did Chambers got any State records from anyone else? Very 
likely, but to the best of ny knowledge his lawyers never pursued this, not even to 
raise questions of reasonable doubt* In± those days at least the central records 
people at State, hero I was for a while in the transferred part if OSS (under 
Kauri oe Halperia for part of the time) there was a careful record of each document 
sent out* So it was possible to identify each who had any document. The Congress 
also had access. 



On (I think 295 and olsevrtv re) the question Of when the FBI received any 
documents-or anything olaot pr&otiae iu to fill out an ovidonce envelop, which is 
what it is called, an ID 340, which does not only date but becomes the basis for 
testifying to the chain of possession by having notations of circulation and return. 
In Washington that field ofi’ioe would have the ID340s, not FiilHQ. 

In your Chapter 7, footnote 25 (p. 304) s "I have unsuccessfully requested the 
release of all FBI documents pertaining; ito Cronin, and have been advised* that the 
Bureau has no index listing such reports." Typical FBI Cointr.lproing of requesters 
by making the knowingly wrong search. *t does not index by subject. To be eble to 
moke an honest response it must use the only relevant index, its "see" cards, which 
will have all indexed references to tfronin. It ap;>ears not to have done this and to 
have reported a phony S' arch to you. (Martin Wood is quite experienced in swearing to 
knowingly phony searches and I'vo caught him and others often enough.) Moreover, the 
field office i:*y bo the only place to s arch and the FBI never does this voluntarily. 
And wlion it is compelled to it not infrequently lies. If it w nts to hide. 

Have you thought of asking Quin Shea if he can help you with either the revision 
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and Updating o^fthc book? Ho nay not be compromised* I think would not bo* and 
might remember yfche disclosure of pertinent records to others* If you want to aak 
him and do not want to write him at the Department I can give you his home 
address* I know he knows you because he phoned me a week ago and Jje indicated this 
when 1 told him you'd done so fine a book# (He'd gotten records for sac whea the 
Fbl swore they did not exist and I told him where to look and I've gotten records 
his staff, like *oug hitchodl* could not find after the PH lied.) 

I do not expect the P^st to use my letter about Cleveland but I thought I'd 
write it anyway* The Post has its own shiblx>leths. But if I see anything else I'll 
send it along# I didn't think you sen the Post, so I sent the earlier things# 

If the Cleveland and Adams rc a ponses surprised you* you have not had ray 
experiences with the FH ! They react incredibly to any suggestion of criticism 
and wlten they are caught they react most strongly* And uninhibitedly. Tliere is 
absolutely nothing of which they a r»v not capable* 

VThile I have no way of knowing, I'm inclined to believe that much of what you 
have been led to believe was destroyed may still exist* in the original or if 
destroyed par&tfig/ree form and is merely filed where they can pretend a search and 
not find it* I've caught then at this often* It is not uncorai^on and may be required 
for the field office to note the existence of information in destroyed records in 
other records . I have many Memphis illustrations of this in political files 
related to blacks* There is a pointed form on which destructions are posted along 
with references to other records holding the destroyed information* 

Then also* do not forget tlie abstracts I think I mentioned* I have no reason 
to believe any of them were destroyed* They are at FBIB4 only and* at least until 
4-5 year3 ago when ± established their existence and pertinence wore for every 
FBIHm record# There 1b an original and a copy, one filed by bo rial number the 
other clironologically* 

They'll rosist disclosure of any abstracts vigorously and uninhibitedly 
because they can lead to embarrassment and proof of lying* 

Ab you review the 11 oovor records* I'd be quite interested also in any pertaining 
to the King assassination and its investigation* If I do not have to fight a couple 
of contempt citations I hope to return to that book soon. If those people wore not 
so power-mad* irrational in their hatreds and in general just not good people I'd 
think there is little ohanoe they'll ask for a contempt citation or two* I'm refusing 
to do as they got a fink judge to order* so they can charge me or back down* the 
latter vital to FOIA. Ity offer of settlement is that they back down and pay uy 
costs and I will not change* They have to consider what might happen on apical* 
and they are crojsy to want even an airing. But with those people* who knows? 

(The controversy centers around discovery, their discovery of me in FOIA litigation# 
If they get away with this, FOIA is done with.) 

Best wishes* 



^arold VJeiubcrg 
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